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Bernice Braid is Director Emeritus of the University Honors Program, Long
Island University Brooklyn. As a past president of NCHC, she has
worked with the Honors Semesters Committee since the first national
Honors Semester. She invented City As Text™ to serve as an integrative
seminar in experiential programs and now directs the LIU Brooklyn Core
Seminar.
Morgan Brockington is a third-year anthropology and premed student at the
University of Maine. She plans to continue on to medical school in order
to pursue an MD/MPH focusing on global health. She hopes to special-
ize in emergency medicine and eventually work with the World Health
Organization.
Scott Carnicom is Associate Dean of the Honors College and Associate
Professor of Psychology at Middle Tennessee State University. During
the 2011–2012 academic year, he is serving off-campus as a Fellow of
the American Council on Education. He is a member of the NCHC
Publications Board and the editorial board for Honors in Practice.
Ray J. Davis is former Interim Director of the North Carolina A & T State
University Honors Program. He currently teaches in the School of
Technology at NCA&T, where he previously served as Associate Dean.
In addition to being a member of the NCHC Assessment and Evaluation
Committee, he is President-Elect of the National Association of African
American Honors Programs (NAAAHP).
Janaan Decker is Student Services Coordinator for the Frederik Meijer
Honors College at Grand Valley State University. She received her M.
Ed. in 2008 from GVSU. She develops co-curricular and service-learn-
ing programs, and she collaborates with the Honors Living Center 
director to create programs that bridge academic and student affairs.
Neil H. Donahue is Associate Dean of the Hofstra University Honors
College and Professor of German and Comparative Literature. He is also
Undergraduate Research Coordinator and Inter/National Fellowships
Adviser. He has directed a Hofstra program in Munich and oversees hon-
ors credit for study abroad for Hofstra’s honors college students.
SPRING/SUMMER 2011
142
ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Marsha Driscoll is Director of the Honors Program at Bemidji State
University. She is a co-author of Charles Darwin, the Copley Medal, and
the Rise of Naturalism, 1862–1864. She holds a PhD in psychology and
an MA in Anglo-American social and intellectual history.
Annie Hakim is an honors student at Grand Valley State University. She
majors in international relations and graduates April 2011. She was
Director of the GVSU/Ghana Clean Water Initiative in 2009–2010. In
addition, she is a Teach for America Corps member.
Carolyn Haynes is Professor of English at Miami University (Ohio) and has
directed the honors program since 2002. A member of the NCHC
Publications Board, she teaches interdisciplinary and writing-oriented
courses. She received her PhD from University of California, San Diego,
in 1993 in comparative literature. She is author and editor of Innovations
in Interdisciplinary Teaching (2002) and has published articles on stu-
dent learning, pedagogy, and curricular issues.
Leena Karsan is Living Center Director for Niemeyer Honors & Calder Arts
at Grand Valley State University, a position she has held since June 2009.
She received her BS from Eastern Michigan University and her master’s
degree in higher education student affairs administration at the
University of South Carolina.
Kristen Kuhns is studying for her master’s degree in anthropology at
Georgia State University, focusing on ecological models of human health
and disease and the application of such models in public health policy.
She earned her BA in anthropology and premedical studies from the
University of Maine.
Melissa Ladenheim holds a PhD in folklore from Memorial University of
Newfoundland and has taught in the University of Maine Honors College
since 2005. She has also taught in Memorial’s folklore program and lec-
tured at the Universitetet i Bergen in Norway. Currently, she is research-
ing the history of Jews in Old Town, Maine.
Molly MacLagan graduated from Kent State University in May of 2010 with
a Bachelor of Arts in theatre studies with honors distinction. Her honors
thesis, Early English Drama: A Practical Guide, received a Portz Award
in 2010. She is currently working as the Literary Management and
Dramaturgy Intern at Pittsburgh’s City Theatre, will play Iago in Othello
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at Throughline Theatre in the summer of 2011, and will begin work on
her MA in theatre arts at the University of Pittsburgh in fall 2011.
Soncerey L. Montgomery is Assistant Professor of Speech and Interim
Director of the Winston-Salem State University Honors Program. She is
a member of the NCHC Diversity Committee and the NAAAHP
Conference Planning Committee. She oversees the Spanish Language
Immersion Program (SLIP) in Mexico.
Rosalie C. Otero is Director of the Honors Program at The University of
New Mexico. During her tenure as director since 1992, she has initiated
and encouraged over nine different faculty-led international programs,
some of which have been repeated several times. If she had the resources,
international study would be a requirement of the honors program. Otero
is a former president of NCHC and member of several NCHC commit-
tees. Her latest publication is the second edition of Assessment &
Evaluation: A Practical Handbook available on the NCHC website.
Gladys Palma de Schrynemakers, Associate Provost of Long Island
University Brooklyn, teaches social sciences in the LIU University
Honors Program. She has taught Core Seminar, The Idea of the Human,
since its inception and has made presentations on her design for field
explorations in which students experience and integrate literary work in
a social context. She has published frequently on the theory and practice
of constructing knowledge.
Christopher A. Snyder is Professor of European History and Director of the
Marymount University Honors Program in Arlington, Virginia. He
received his PhD in medieval history from Emory University and is the
author of eight books, including The Britons (Blackwell, 2003) and The
World of King Arthur (Thames & Hudson, 2000).
Uchenna P. Vasser is Associate Professor of Spanish at Winston-Salem State
University. Her research has focused on Latin American literature and a
comparative study of Afro-Hispanic and West African writers. She is also
Academic Advisor and Resident Instructor for the Spanish Language
Immersion Program (SLIP) in Mexico.
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